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FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATOIRY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON. D. 0: 2~8 -

OFflCE OF ENERGY PROJECTS
In Reply Refer To:.

1OEP/DEBRJOas Branch 2 .

Millennium Pipeline Company. L~ .
DockctNos. CP98-1SO-O00, et a1.
Columbia Gas Transmission Company
Docket No. CP98ulSI-OOO

September 2S, 2002

Ms. Pa~cia A. Kurkult Regional Administrator .-

National Marine Fisheries Service, Northeast Region
One Blackbum Drive
Gloucestcr. MA 01930.2298

RE: FER.C's response to the National Marine Fishelies ServiCe's (NMFS) ~entia1 Fish
Habitat (EFH) Conservation Recommendatiom; forthe M;illennium Pipeline
Proj"ect; and recommendations pursuant the Endangered Species Act (ES:A)

Dear MB. Kurkul: r .I.

..Thank you for your EFH Conservation Recomrncndations and BDdIDPd Species
Act comments that were rued on September lOt 2002, in response to our JuJy 3.2002
request to reinitiate consultations with the NMFS for the MUlennium Pipclinc Project

(Project).

FERC'I Response to MagnUJOD-8teYens ~kery ConsemtioD aDd
Management Act (MSA) Commeafl:

Pursuant to the MSA, your Jctter included four EFH Conservation
Recommendations' (CRs) for the Project. As required. we are providing our response .to
your recommendations. We agree with all of yom EPH CRs, and have included them as
.conditions in appendix B of our September J 8, 2002 Final Order (Order) issued to the
Millennium Pipeline Company. L.P. (Millennium). In addition, Mill~um must comply
with the environmental conditions required in our Deccmber 19,2001 [ntcrim Order.
Many of~ese conditions require Millennium to file additional information for o}tt.review
and written approval prior to the start. of constnJction. Please note that wc will continue
to coordinate with the NJvIFS as this infonnation is file~d and reviewed.
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PDrBDIDI to our ICqucst to reinitiate foImal cODlUlladon under section 7 ofthc
~ your letter ,included seven recommendatians for the project to avoid potential take
of the shortnose sturgeon. We agree with all of your ESA recommendations, and as"
stated in the Order we have included them as conditions in appendix B.

Summsa

.We bclicvc that this lcttcr concludes our consultations required under both the
MSA and PSA. The FBRC staff will continue to coordinate regulatory compliance ~
Habitat Conservation and Protected Resources Divisions of your agency. To ensure that
any future raponses and comments from you are received properly lad distributed

tImely" pleue:

Send an original and two copies of your com-ments to:.

Magalie &0 Sa1as, Secretary
Federal Energy R"S'I1atO1y Commission
888 First St, NB, Room lA
WMh~frt()n, DC 20426; and ..

Label one copy of the comments for'dJ.e attention of Gas Bl'8Dch 2, P1-11.2.
..

.

..If you have any questions, ~ents, or suggestions, please contact Jeffrey Shenot
at (~02) 502-8329 or ]fJDDif~!, Kerrlgan at (202) 502-8954. Thank you for your

assistance.

Sincerely,

;Q IJ ..(j ( tLII

Lauren H. O'DonneIJ, C:hief
Gas Branch 2 .

-.:0.

cc: Public File, Docket Nos. CP9B~ 150-000, et al., and CP9~lS l-QOO

Paul Leuchner, Regulatory Branch Chief
U.S. Anny COJpS of Bnginecrs, Buffalo District
1776 Niagra. Street
Buffalo, NY. 142Q7
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Mar8BreI Crawford, Project Manager .
U.S.. Anny Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District
?413 County House Road
Auburn, NY. 13021

George Nieves, Regulatory Branch Chief
U.S. AnDy Corps of Engineers
New YodtDistrict, New York City Office
26 Federal Plaza
New York, NY. .10278.0090

Heidi Firstencel. Project Manager .
U.S. Army Corps ofBngineers
New York District. Albany Field Office
p .0. Box 209
Troy, NY. 12182
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